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ads to try to affect the American peo-
ple. 

So this really does need to be inves-
tigated. I know Congress really hasn’t 
gotten into it in any depth, but if Con-
gress is to do that, it has got to take a 
page out of Judicial Watch’s notebook, 
and that is you have got to be willing 
to go to court and demand people 
produce evidence, produce people. 

We can’t just continue to be ob-
structed the way we have allowed the 
IRS Director to do after he has obfus-
cated, lied to Congress, and I believe 
perjured himself, after Lois Lerner ap-
pears certainly to have committed 
crimes, to me, and we have let her get 
away with such apparent criminal ac-
tivity. 

But in the few minutes I have left, in 
addition to this scourge upon the 
United States that we find out was 
going on during the Obama administra-
tion, there is a tremendous irony that 
is playing out, and it is reflected in the 
article by J.E. Dyer, October 10. 

The article is titled: ‘‘NFL meltdown 
blows the dam on MSM’s centralized 
media model.’’ 

I thought about this. I did not real-
ize, but Colin Kaepernick first began to 
kneel down after he apparently has 
also supported a group that wants to 
kill cops and thinks cops should be 
killed, the people who are protecting us 
and allowing us to continue safely in 
our way of life and our freedom. 

He doesn’t have that respect. He 
knelt. He had nothing but contempt for 
America’s police and for those pro-
tecting America. He did not appreciate 
America, which was bringing him mil-
lions of dollars. Just contempt. Appar-
ently, his belief is there is racism in 
America, though he was adopted by, as 
I understand it, a White family. 

But he started this, and the Amer-
ican people didn’t like it. After 9/11 
particularly, they realized: You know 
what? We owe so much to first respond-
ers and to law enforcement that have 
been willing to lay down their lives for 
us against enemies, foreign and domes-
tic. And they continue, as police 
around the country, law enforcement, 
continue to be willing to lay down 
their lives for Americans and our way 
of life, our freedom. We appreciated 
that after 9/11. 

After my 4 years in the Army, when 
we were sometimes ordered not to wear 
our uniform because of hatred for peo-
ple in uniform after Vietnam, I didn’t 
think we would ever come to a day 
when people would again appreciate 
our military. But that also came out in 
amazing ways after 9/11. 

As evil and hateful as the actions 
were that day in an effort to kill as 
many innocent people as these radical 
Islamists could, we saw the good in 
Americans. We saw the good in first re-
sponders. We saw the good in our mili-
tary. We saw men and women willing 
to evidence the greatest love, as Jesus 
said, willing to lay down their lives for 
their fellow Americans. 

Yet, during the last administration, 
somehow the President normally took 

the wrong side. He spoke up before the 
evidence was in and often derided the 
wrong people. I just can’t believe that 
our President for those last 8 years set 
us back so many years in race rela-
tions. It is incredible. I thought we 
were beyond that, but we got set back 
many years. 

Huge numbers of Americans didn’t 
appreciate the way the Obama adminis-
tration set us back in race relations. 
For the first time, we had a President 
and First Lady who had not normally 
been proud as Americans. The First 
Lady said she was finally proud of 
America. 

I have been proud of America all my 
life. I was not proud of the activities of 
some Americans. Americans have been 
a force for good in the world since it 
came into existence. This article 
points out that, actually, that started 
something, because then other NFL 
players, as we have heard, didn’t even 
realize what Colin Kaepernick was ac-
tually kneeling for. It is interesting to 
hear their explanations. They are not 
sure. They just have contempt for 
something, so they kneel during the 
national anthem. 

It has so affected many Americans 
that many of us are not watching the 
NFL like we used to. It used to be a 
priority. I was always glad to get home 
from church and turn on the NFL, 
maybe see the Dallas Cowboys. I 
haven’t been doing that. It hasn’t been 
a priority. Colin Kaepernick started 
that. 

Now, as this article points out, the 
one thing that allowed the mainstream 
media to bundle all kinds of program-
ming that they forced cable companies 
or dish companies to take was the 
NFL. It was the big breadwinner that 
forced cable companies and satellite 
companies to take programming they 
really didn’t want. But if you wanted 
the NFL, you had to take what the net-
works were bundling. 

Now that the NFL is not turning into 
the cash cow it once was, and 
viewership and attendance drops, and, 
therefore, advertising dollars are plum-
meting, it may just be that that act of 
taking a knee back when it first start-
ed ends up leading to the liberal main-
stream media not force-feeding Ameri-
cans liberal pablum that they have 
been able to do for years. Wouldn’t 
that be an ironic result of one player 
taking a knee? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind Members to refrain 
from improper references to the Presi-
dent. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 1616. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Na-

tional Computer Forensics Institute, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2989. An act to establish the Frederick 
Douglass Bicentennial Commission. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 190. An act to provide for consideration 
of the extension under the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act of nonapplication of No- 
Load Mode energy efficiency standards to 
certain security or life safety alarms or sur-
veillance systems, and for other purposes. 

S. 585. An act to provide greater whistle-
blower protections for Federal employees, 
increased awareness of Federal whistle-
blower protections, and increased account-
ability and required discipline for Federal 
supervisors who retaliate against whistle-
blowers, and for other purposes. 

S. 920. An act to establish a National Clin-
ical Care Commission. 

S. 1617. An act to designate the checkpoint 
of the United States Border Patrol located 
on United States Highway 77 North in 
Sarita, Texas, as the ‘‘Javier Vega, Jr. Bor-
der Patrol Checkpoint’’. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on October 24, 2017, she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills: 

H.R. 2989. To establish the Frederick Doug-
lass Bicentennial Commission. 

H.R. 1616. To amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to authorize the National 
Computer Forensics Institute, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 56 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2898. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Frederick S. Rudesheim, United States 
Army, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, 
Sec. 112 (as amended by Public Law 104-106, 
Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

2899. A letter from the Secretary of De-
fense, Department of Defense, transmitting a 
letter authorizing Brigadier General Mark E. 
Weatherington, United States Air Force, to 
wear the insignia of the grade of major gen-
eral, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Pub-
lic Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by 
Public Law 108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 
1458); to the Committee on Armed Services. 
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